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SUBJECT: STATUS OF ARMY BUSHMASTER PROGRAM 
REF: USNATO 0239 

1. INFO IN REF CORRECT RE ARMY REJECTION OF 3 BUSHMASTER 
CANDIDATE WEAPONS. REJECTION WAS BASED UPON FAILURE 

OF WEAPONS TO PROVIDE SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT OVER IMPROVED 
20MM M-139 AS WELL AS FAILURE OF WEAPONS TO MEET ENGINEER- 
ING DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES IN FIRING TESTS. DEFICIENCIES 
INCLUDED RELIABILITY. DURABILITY, SAFETY AND EXCESSIVE 
SIZE. ARMY IS REEVALUATING BUSHMASTER REQUIREMENTS AND 
MIGHT ACCEPT INTERIM SYSTEM TO BE FOLLOWED IN SEVERAL 
YEARS BY WEAPON/AMMO SYSTEM EMPLOYING ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY. 

2. NOFORN. THE IMPROVED VERSION OF HISPANO SUIZA M-139 
GUN OR FRG COUNTERPART, RH-202, ARE GOOD INTERIM CANDIDATE 
DESIGNS SINCE U.S. HAS PRODUCTION CAPABILITY FOR TRAINING 
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PRACTICE AMMO AND SEVERAL THOUSAND WEAPONS ARE IN NATO 
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INVENTORIES IN ADDITION TO 2000 M-139 GUNS NOW IN U.S. 

INVENTORY. THE OERLIKON AMMO EMPLOYS TECHNOLOGY 10 TO 15 
YEARS OLD AND WOULD REQUIRE SUBSTANTIAL REDESIGN TO 
MEET SAFETY. PENETRATION AND COST REQUIREMENTS. END NOFORN 

3. RE PARA. 2 OF REF, DEP SEC DEF HAS DIRECTED THAT NEW 


GUN DESIGNS IN THE CALIBER RANGES OF 20MM TO 40MM 
SHOULD BE IN 5MM STEPS. THIS PRECLUDES USE OF G.E. 
27MM IN BUSHMASTER OR 27MM MAUSER DESIGN IN U.S. 
INVENTORY. KISSINGER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY EQUIPMENT, ARMED FORCES, ARMS, MILITARY BASES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 01 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE021820 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: MR.FRANKE:HR 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9740261 /aaaacfcj. tel 

Line Count: 73 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN L 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: USNATO 0239 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: morefirh 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 APR 2002 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <03 JUN 2002 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: STATUS OF ARMY BUSHMASTER PROGRAM 
TAGS: MCAP, NATO 
To: NATO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



